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‘BERYL’
by Maxine Peake

A warm and witty celebration of the life of unsung 
sporting legend Beryl Burton. This critically acclaimed 

first play by renowned stage and screen actress, 
Maxine Peake, tells the story of the working class mum 
from Leeds, who cycled her way into the record books, 

becoming the greatest ever woman on two wheels. 
Beryl’s story was largely forgotten but now her amazing 

achievements are finally being shown to a wider 
audience in this warm hearted production.

2-9 NOVEMBER
FILMS AT OLDBURY REP ON THE ‘SCREEN ON THE GREEN’ 
  19TH OCTOBER: THE AMAZING ELTON JOHN STORY IN 

THE HIGHLY ACCLAIMED ‘ROCKETMAN’
 15TH NOVEMBER: IMAGINE WAKING UP TO FIND THE 

BEATLES NEVER EXISTED IN ‘YESTERDAY’
ALL FILMS ARE STILL £4.00 AND BEGIN AT 7.30PM IN 

OUR 170 SEAT AUDITORIUM

Check our website or contact box office for details.

Building up a picture of 
wartime cinema’s past
IT was built to entertain British 
troops stationed in Germany in 
the 1950s and help prevent 
homesickness.

Rowley Regis-born university ac-
ademic John Goodyear is research-
ing the history of military 
theatre and cinema The 
Globe.

Constructed on the site 
of the Oldenburg-Donner-
schwee barracks in 1954, it 
was inspired by the creation 
of the first Globe at Gobowen, 
Shropshire, in 1916 and other 
venues that followed.

Dr Goodyear, a lecturer in 
English as a Modern Foreign 
Language at the University of 
Birmingham, is now renewing 
his appeal for people who were 
stationed in Oldenburg while 
completing National Service in 
the 1950s.

After conscription they would 
have attended a medical at 
premises in Broad Street, Bir-
mingham before travelling to 
Oswestry to undergo intensive 
training.

They were then given leave 
before some were sent to the 
barracks in Oldenburg and oth-
ers to Wales.

Dr Goodyear has so far inter-
viewed around 30 former person-
nel from across the country but is 
keen to gather more memories of the the-
atre in order to publish a book about its 
rich past.

The Globe in Oldenburg, which has 
listed building status, has an auditorium 
seating 400 people and facilities to operate 
as a theatre or cinema.

There were once 66 of these British mil-
itary theatres in Germany and this is the 
last of its kind in the country.

Dr Goodyear has been able to start 
building up a picture about the Globe’s 
past thanks to interviews with soldiers 
that were stationed there.

This has included details about the gen-
res of films screened at the venue and also 
how it operated.

“It was very much a British offering of 
films and what would have been popular at 
home at the time like cowboy, Elvis Pres-
ley and war films.

“There were public Globes over here at 
the time up and down the country. For 
many personnel who were 17, 18 or 19, 
it was the first they had been abroad and 
away from home. So the Globe was a re-
minder of home.

“The British has three years to enjoy 
these films before the building was handed 
over to German forces. It was then used as 
cinema and a local theatre but not to the 
same extent as it was by the British.

“They screened films every single night 
and often two times a night. The films 
were changed on an almost daily basis.

“A programme I found from 1956 shows 

Performer bags success in acting
challenge on hit drag queen show

West Bromwich-born drag queen Baga 
Chipz has won her first main challenge on 
RuPaul’s Drag Race UK.

The performer, now based in London, 
was crowned the winner of the acting chal-
lenge that saw the nine remaining queens 
split into groups to act out scenes in period 
drama Downtown Draggy.

Baga’s performance was praised by 
judges, and saw the Black Country artist 
awarded the show’s ‘Ru Peter Badge’, fol-
lowing in fellow contestant The Vivenne’s 
footsteps.

Birmingham queen Sum Ting Wong was 
also given positive critiques and has gone 
through to the next round.

The 30-year-old performer also spoke can-

didly during the episode about the relation-
ship between her family and drag.

“I don’t want to throw it in their face like: 
‘Ah look you’ve got a gay son, ah look he 
dresses as a woman as his job.’” 

Sum Ting Wong, the character of Brum-
mie Bo Zeng, explained, after revealing she 
keeps her personal life and performing life 
separate.

This week’s lip sync battle saw youngest 
Drag Race contestant Scaredy Kat and Irish 
queen Blu Hydrangea face off to Bananar-
ama’s Venus. Twenty-year-old Scaredy 
Kat became the second queen to go home, 

following Gothy Kendoll’s exit in the first 
week. The eight remaining queens are com-
peting to be crowned the first champion of 
the UK version of the hit show.

The winner will be rewarded with their 
own programme produced by the team be-
hind RuPaul In Hollywood. The US series 
of the show has been a hit around the world 
and has won a string of Emmys.

RuPaul’s Drag Race UK continues on 
BBC Three.

Meanwhile The official RuPaul’s Drag 
Race UK tour comes to Birmingham later 
this year.

The show, including Baga Chipz and Sum 
Ting Wong, comes to The Alexandra Thea-
tre in December.Drag performer Baga Chipz

Report by Rebecca Stanley
newsdesk@mnamedia.co.uk

Report by Heather Large
heather.large@mnamedia.co.uk

there was a new film every other night. It 
was a huge operation,” said Dr Goodyear.

Work to restore the building, which 
was taken over by the Bundeswehr in the 
late 1950s after Germany became part of 
NATO is due to start by the end of a year 
thanks to a successful fundraising cam-
paign. 

“The Globe Trust is just 60,000 euros 
away from its target to fully fund the 
building and renovation work. This is a 
remarkable achievement, especially con-
sidering that it started off as a voluntary 
community project, using fundraising and 
crowdfunding. Now, major sponsors have 
been found, both locally and also nation-

ally in Germany, including the “Bund”, 
the federal government in Berlin,” said Dr 
Goodyear.

But the project did suffer a setback when 
demolition work on a neighbouring build-
ing caused some unforeseen damage to the 
Globe when part of the former sports hall 
collapsed and damaged the side wall.

“Luckily, nobody was injured, but it has 
left a hole in the Globe, one that will need 
to be repaired. 

“This means that the building work will 
take longer and it has pushed back the 
opening date of the Globe to autumn 2021, 
at the earliest,” he said.

Dr Goodyear hopes to publish his book 

in time to coincide with the opening of the 
venue.

“Given the interviews and new insights 
as well as latest research more broadly into 
British army entertainment history, there 
is a considerable body of information that 
I have now collected, which forms a very 
strong basis for the book. It is my plan to 
start the writing process over Christmas. 
A publisher in Oldenburg has already ex-
pressed interest in publishing the book,” 
he said.

Former National Service personnel who 
served in Oldenburg and would like to con-
tact Dr Goodyear can call 0121 414 7503 or 
email J.Goodyear@bham.ac.uk

Main picture from Brian Shaw of the old Globe. Inset, a programme from 1957, from Andrew Mactavish, and Dr Goodyear

The Globe’s auditorium – picture from Andreas Burmann Crerar Barracks in Oldenburg – picture from Brian Shaw
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